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"Pa-tan” is one of tourist spots in Chiang Khong district, Chiang Rai province.
Its name represented remarkable character of black and cracked rocks
on Mekong riverside (“Pa” is meaning to the rock cliff and “Tan” is meaning
to charcoal in Thai language) because their shape and color are look-alike
charcoal. Also combined with the story of “La-Hung Grandfather” in the local
folktale which refers to the giant who carried baskets of charcoal and
accidentally scattered it along Mekong River.

For geological information, Pa-tan is a kind of cool-down lava which is
classified as basalt (volcanic rock). They are gray to black shade color
with fine-grain texture and have some black spinel formed within its texture
when looks closely.
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\ U Why it’s become a “columnar” structure?
' T Typically, a cool-down lava (basalt rock) will form as a
- rocky ground or hill shape. Anyway, basalt at Pa-tan
area is different because it has outstanding apperance

of “columnar” structure affected by the contraction and

tension while lava was cooling down. These processes

created the signature mud crack-like with many angles
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